
 

STOP THE COUP IN VENEZUELA! DEFEND THE BOLIVARIAN REVOLUTION! 
10 February 2019 

“Venezuela yomelela! Noma amabourgeois ayanisukela, yomelela! Socialism 
izophumelela!”  

[Venezuela be strong! Even if the bourgeoisie persecutes you, be strong! 
Socialism will triumph!]  

The Socialist Revolutionary Workers Party (SRWP) calls on Venezuela to continue to stand 
firm against imperialists who are threatening their sovereignty. We call on the working 
class and all progressive allies to stand in solidarity with Venezuela and the working class 
majority in particular. The United States, the United Kingdom, Canada and the European 
Union have chosen to ignore the will of the people and are imposing Juan Guaidó onto the 
Venezuelan people as President. Guaidó is a puppet who is being propped up by the Trump 
administration to become the President of Venezuela so that he may smash all the socialist 
gains of the Bolivarian Revolution and return Venezuela into the arms of the rapacious US, 
UK, Canada and European Union capitalists. He has no legitimate claim to the presidency of 
Venezuela.  

Propped up by Donald Trump and the US puppet states of Canada, the European Union and 
several right-wing Latin American countries, right-wing member of the National Assembly 
and lawyer, Juan Guaidó, appointed and swore himself the interim president of Venezuela 
on January 23, declaring the current democratically-elected President Nicolas Maduro and 
the 2018 national electoral process as illegitimate.  

Unsurprisingly Donald Trump and the United States government, together with their 
neoliberal friends Canada and Paraguay, and the European Union quickly declared their 
support for Guaidó.  

Venezuelans and supporters of the Socialist project internationally saw the developments of 
this vicious and civil war inducing coup long before the recent events. The Tricontinental 
Institute for Social Research, in their fourth dossier on the Venezuelan May 2018 Elections, 
accurately outlined how the United States government had long before this moment begun 
its campaign to delegitimize, destabilize and cast doubt on the popular, democratic nature 
of electoral processes in Venezuela. This was done through economic sanctions, imperialist 
foreign policy, threats of socio-economic warfare and right wing media propaganda. More 
importantly, the dossier forewarned what would follow when Maduro and the Bolivarian 
Revolution maintained the popular majority, “If the opposition loses, it will surely try to 
delegitimize the election process.”  



This is not the first time the US government has spearheaded a campaign to delegitimize a 
popular Venezuelan leader who acts under the banner of socialism. The year 2002 saw a 
failed US backed coup attempt where revolutionary President of Venezuela Hugo Chavez, 
was removed before being restored to his legitimate presidential seat two days later. Here, 
right-wing propaganda, funded by private media and backed by multinational corporations 
and the United States, reinforced and fueled a relentless campaign against the sovereignty 
of Venezuela.  

As one political analyst put it, this latest nefarious attempt to conquer Venezuela by US 
imperialism and its supporters, is another in the long history of economic-turned-military 
wars waged against resource rich nations. From the Pinochet coup against Salvador 
Allende’s socialist state in 1970s Chile, to the oil driven invasion of Iraq in 2003, to the last 
decade of havoc wrecked in Syria.  

Recently, sanctions were imposed on Venezuela by the United States. These sanctions 
prohibit most US companies from engaging in transactions with Venezuela’s state-owned 
oil company PDVSA. With the United States being the largest consumer of Venezuelan oil, 
this will place significant economic pressure on the country.  

What is at stake in Venezuela? Venezuela possesses the world’s largest proven oil reserves 
at 17.9%, ahead of Saudi Arabia at 15.7% and Canada at 10%. Yet, for most of its history the 
people of Venezuela have remained poor. Only through the nationalization of state 
resources did the Hugo Chavez government begin to redistribute the wealth of the nation to 
address the needs of the people. This was met with sanctions, embargoes and oil price fixing 
to curtail this anti-capitalist economic model.  

Pointing to this quest for profits generated by oil, Tricontinental also stated that the “most 
aggressive military interventions of the West - led by the United States - have taken place in 
the path of oil. Territories that contain the world’s oil reserves focus the attention of 
imperial interventions.”  

President Maduro is perfectly right when he proclaimed in a recent speech that the US 
empire was conspiring to get its hands on Venezuela’s oil, just like it did in Libya and Iraq.  

This aside, it is well known that economic wars can be more powerful than military conflict. 
The US led economic war on Venezuela has sought to destroy the economy. 
Through sanctions, Venezuela has already been forbidden to buy food and medicine from 
certain nations, thus contributing to the scarcity of basic goods. Another tactic that has 
been used by multinational corporations and local oligarchs to incite anger and frustration 
in the population, has been the systematic stockpiling of essential items such as toilet 
paper, sanitary towels and soaps. In addition, manipulating the price of oil through oil-price 
control has decreased the value of Venezuela’s most valuable commodity while capital 
flight has seen much investment capital leave the country.  

Whilst an economic motive underlies the US imperialist project, conquering Venezuela is 
part of the broader aims of the American ruling classes to consolidate their total 
domination - for capitalist exploitation - of the entire region. Treating Latin America as its 
backyard, the preservation of imperialism and geopolitical control by the US speaks to how 



the current coup forms part of a pattern where the United States has consistently taken 
advantage of situations in order to exploit them for their own economic advantage.  

The ruthless US-led economic war against Venezuela has yielded massive suffering for the 
people of Venezuela. And, as intended, the masses are complaining and protesting their 
hardships in the streets. The US and its allies now know that this is the best time to deliver 
the last blow to the Socialist Venezuelan government. And so, they are installing Guaidó as 
President and are inciting and bribing the Venezuelan army to mutiny, completely aware 
that this may lead to civil war in Venezuela.  

The US and its allies know that should Venezuela fall, Cuba will be next, and their hold on 
the riches and peoples of Latin America will be complete.  

The ruling profiteers cannot expect the historically oppressed working class and poor to be 
at peace when they continue assaulting the revolutionary Socialist project, and 
delegitimizing those principled leaders who guide that struggle.  

Revolutionary Che Guevara once said, “A defeat to imperialism anywhere is a defeat to 
imperialism everywhere”. Understanding the global nature of capitalism, the world working 
class must unite with the revolutionary strength of the Venezuelan people beyond borders 
against capitalism and imperialism as they continue to defy US imperialism and offensives 
led by multinational corporations and local oligarchies alike.  

While the military stands squarely behind the revolution the only guarantee against the 
Coup is the masses. We applaud the arming of the 500 000 workers and peasants People’s 
Militia to defend the revolution. Boycotts, Sanctions and economic sabotage are economic 
warfare that aims to weaken the Maduro government in preparation for military coup. Only 
a determined and armed people are able to defend themselves. We defend their right to do 
so!  

We call on all revolutionary forces to begin to prepare for the formation of ‘International 
Brigades’ to assist the Venezuelan people, when they call on medical assistance, social 
welfare, food parcels, money and whatever it takes to defend the revolution.  

The Socialist Revolutionary Workers Party stands in solidarity with the people of Venezuela 
as they resolutely continue to defend the Bolivarian Revolution and Venezuela’s 
sovereignty.  

Workers of the world unite! Defend the Bolivarian Revolution! Rise and attack imperialism 
everywhere! We must defend Venezuela against the US-led coup! We must fight for a 
socialist Venezuela, Latin America and World!  
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